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ORDINANCE NO.

KING COI]NTY ORDI}{ANCE ESTABLISHING TEMPORARY

RULES AND ORDER OF BUSINESS

The CounËy Council, pursuanË Ëo Charter

SecËion 220.40, does hereby ordain and establÍsh

the Temporary Rules and Order of Business aËtached

hereËo and made a part hereof as the Rules of the

CounËy Council of King County, Inlashington.

The CounEy Council finds as a facË thaË an

emergency exists and Ëhat this ordÍnance is necessary

for the irmnedÍate preservaËion of the public peace,

health and safeËy and for the support of counËy

government and its existing public institutions.

PASSED thiS day of , L969.

KING COI]NTY COUNCIL
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THE RIILES OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL

Rule l.
The Chairman, or in his absence, the

Vice Chairman, elected by the Council, for a Ëerm
of one year, shall take the chair at the regular
hour for meeting, or at Ëhe hour to which the
Council shall have adjourned at the preceding
session and, a quorum being present, shall cause
the minutes of the preceding meeting to be read,
unless oËhe::wise ordered. The iniËial Chairman's
Ëerm shall be effective from the instiËution daLe
of the Council until the second Monday of January,
L97O, ât which date Ëhe Council will reconstitute
itself.

Rule 2.
Five members shall consËitute a quorum of the

County Council. Unless oËhen¡ise specified by Ëhe
CharËer a voËe of Ëhe majority of those presenË will
be necessary for the conduct of Council business.
Five members shall be authorized to call the Council,
may compel Ëhe attendance of absent members, or may
adjourn from day to dty, or unËil the Ëime for the
nexË regular meeËing

Rule 3.
A Vice Chairman shall be chosen for a

term coínciding with Ëhe term of the Chairman.
In Ëhe event Ëhe Vice Chairman is incapacitaËed
from acting as Chairman, a second Vice Chairman
shall be chosen Ëo act during such absence or
incapacity only.

Rule 4.
The Chairman shall preserve order and

decorum, may speak to poinËs of order in
preference to other members, and shall decide
quesËions of order, subject to an appeal to
the Council by any two mernbers, on which appeal
no member shall speak more than once, unless by
leave of the Council.

Rule 5.
Questions shall be directly'puL in Ehis

formrto-wit: tt'all Ëhose in favor of (as the
question may be,) say tAyu,t"and after the affirm-
ative is expressed, ttËhose opposed say tNo.ttt if
Ëhe Chaírman doubt, or a division is called for,
the Council shall divide.
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Rule 6.
The Chairman shall have the general

direction and supervision of the Council Chamber,
and the employes and property of the Council.
I^Ihile speaking upon any quesËion before the
Council, Ëhe ChaÍrman shall have the right to
desÍgnate any member Ëo occupy the chair.

Rule 7.
The Chairman shall vote when Ëhe Ayes

and Noes are called for, and in case of an equal
division Ëhe question shall be lost.

Rule 8. (to be added)

Rule 9.
Special cormnitËees may be appointed, or

elected, âs Ëhe Council may from Ëime to time direc.t

Rule 10.
In case of disturbance or disorderly

conduct in public areas adjacent to the Council
Chambers, Ëhe presiding officer shall have Ëhe
povTer to order the same Ëo be cleared.

Rule 11.
No cournittee shall meet during the

sittings of the Gouncil without special leave,
and all writs, \^Tarrants and subpoenas, issued
by order of the Council, shall be under Ëhe hand of
the Chairman and aËtesËed by the Clerk, excepË as
oËherwise provided by the County Charter.

Rule 12.
Business shall be disposed of in the

following order:

Roll Call
Approval of Minutes
Comrnunications from County Officials

and Petitions
IntroducËion of Bills and First Reading
Report of Standing Committees and

Second Reading of Bills
Resolutions for Referral
AdopËion of Resolutions
Third Reading of Bills
Unfinished Business
OËher Business

$tJ{iüå

Rule f3.
The Chaírman shall announce to the Council
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the order of business agreeable to the preceding
rule, and no business shall be Ëaken up or considered
until the class to which it belongs shall be declared
in order without suspension of the rules, buË
cornrnunications from the Executive Officer or County
officers or departments may be read aË any time.

Rule L4.
I,r/hen any mernber is about to speak in debate

or deliver any matËer to Ëhe Council, he shall raise
his/her hand and respectfully address himself/herself
to the Chairman, and shall confine himself/herself to
the question under debate and avoid personalities;
and no member shall impugn Ëhe motive of any other
meniberrs vote or argumenL.

Rule f5.
If any member,in speaking or otherwise

transgresses Ëhe rules of the Council, Ëhe Chairman
shall, or any member may call to order, in whÍch
case the member called to order shall imeediaËely
sit down, unless permitted to explain; and the
Council shall, if appealed to, decide Ëhe case,
but without debaËe. If Ëhere be no appeal, Ëhe
decÍsion of the Chair shall be permitted to stand.
If the decision be in favor of the member called
to order, he shall be aË liberty to proceed; if
otherwise, and Ëhe case requires it, he shall be
liable Ëo censure of the Council.

Rule L6.
If any member be called to order for

words spoken in debaËe, the person calling him
to order shall repead Ëhe words excePËed to,
and Ëhey shall be taken down in writing aË the
Clerkfs table, and no member shall be held to
answer or be subject to the censure of Ëhe Council
for words spoken ín debate if any oËher member
has spoken or other business has inLervened after
Ëhe words are spoken or before excepËÍon to them
shall have been Ëaken.

Rule L7.
Irlhen two or more members rise at once,

Ëhe Chairman shall name who is the firsË to speak.

Rule f8.
No meniber shall speak more Ëhan once to

Ëhe same quesËion, and Ëhen not to exceed three
minuËes, without leave of Ëwo-thÍrds of the Council,
excepË the Chairman of the cormnittee or author of
the bill or other measure, who may close debaËe
by speaking noË Ëo exceed three minuËes.
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Rule L9.
!Íhile the Chairman is putting the quesËion,

no member shall walk across Ëhe Council Chamber,
or ouË of the bar of Ëhe Council, nor when a member
is speaking shal1 any member engage in privaËe dis-
course or pass between the speaker and the Chair.

Rule 20.
Upon a divÍsion and a count of the Council

on any quesËion, Do member without the bar shall
be counËed.

Rule 21.
Every member who shall be within Ëhe bar

of Ëhe Council when the question was puË shall
give his voËe, unless the Council for special
reasons shall excuse him. All motions Ëo excuse
a rneniber from voËing shall be made before the
Council divides, or before Èhe call of Yeas and
Noes is corunenced; and any member requesting Ëo

be excused from voting may make a brief and
verbal staËement of Ehe reasons for making sudr
request, and Ëhe quesËion shall Ëhen be taken
without furËher debaËe.

Rule 22.
I,rflren a motion is made and seconded, iË

shall be staËed by the Chairman, or being in
writing, it shall be handed Ëo the Chair and read
aloud before debate.

Rule 23.
Every motion shall be reduced Ëo wriËing,

if the Chairman or a member desires it.

Rule 24.
After a motion Ís staËed by Ëhe Chairman

and read, iË shall be deemed to be in possession
of the Council, buË may be withdrawn aË any time
by consent of the Council, before amendment or
decis ion.

Rule 25.
Inlhen a question is under debate, ilo moËion

shall be received by Ëo adjourn, Ëo lay on Ëhe table,
for the previous quesËion, to postpone Índefinitely,
Ëo postpone to a day cerËain, to reconrnit or amend;
which several moËions shall have precedence in the
order in which they stand arranged, and a motion Ëo
postpone indefinítely being carried, the same shall
noË be acted upon again.

ût)üriå
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Rule 26.
The previous quesËion shall be PuË in this

form: ttshall Ëhe main question be now puË? It shall
only be admiËted when demanded by Ëwo-thirds of the
members presenË, and unËil it is decided, shall
preclude all amendment and further debate on the main
question. On a motÍon for the prevíous question, and
prior to the seconding of the same, a call of the Council
shall be in order, buË afËer a Ëwo-thirds vote shall have
seconded such moËÍon, oo call shall be in order prior Ëo

the decísion of the main questbn.

Rule 27.
On the previous question there shall be no debaÈe;

all incidental quesËions of order arising after a moËion
is made for Ëhe previous quesËion, and pending such motion,
shall be decided, wheËher on appeal orothe:¡nrise, wÍthout
debate.

Rule 28
MoËions and reporËs may be commiËËed aË the

pleasure of Ëhe Council.

Rule 29.
Any member may call for Ëhe divÍson of any

question whÍch shall be divided if iË comprehends
proposition in substance so disËinct that, oh being
teken away, a substanËive propositíon shall remaín
for the decision of the Council. A motion to sËrike
ouË beÍng lost, shall preclude neither amendmenËs
nor a moËion to strike ouË and inserË.

Rule 30.
No motion or propositi-on on a subject

dÍfferenË from Ehat under consideraËion shall be
admitted under the color of amendment. No bill
or resolution shall at any Ëime be amended by
annexing thereto or incorporation therewiËh any
other bill or resol-uËion pending before the Council.

Rule 31.
Ifhen a moËion has been made and carried

affirmatÍvely, iL shall be in order for any meniber
voting with the majority to move a reconsideration
Ëhereof at Ëhe same meeËing; buË when a motion to
reconsider shall noË be acted upon before Ëhe next
meeting of the Council.

Rule 32.
I,Jhen a readÍng of a paper is called for,

if any objecËion is made, it shall be decided by
a vote of the Council.
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Rule 33.
The unfinished business aË which the Council

r,vas engaged preceding adjournmenË shall have Ëhe
preference in the order of the d"y, and no motion
or any other business shall be received without
special leave of the Council unEÍl Ëhe former is
dísposed of.

Rule 34.
If a question pending be lost by adjournment

of the Council and revived on Ëhe succeeding d"y, no
member who shall have spoken twice on the preceding
day shall be permiËËed again Ëo speak withouË leave.

Rule 35.
PeËitions, memorials and oËher papers

addressed to the Council may be presented by the
Chairman or any member, and shall not be debated
or decided on the day of their being first read,
unless when Ëhe Gouncil shall direct otherwise,
but shall lie on Ëhe Ëable, Ëo be taken up in
Ëhe order they may be read, or be referred to Ëhe
proper commiËtees.

Rule 36.
A moËíon Ëo adjourn shall always be in

order; ËhaË and the moËion to lie on the Ëable
Ëo be taken up in Ëhe order named.

Rule 37. (to be added)

Rule 38.
Bills introduced by members shall be

referred Ëo a cormnittee, unless otherwise ordered.
Bills inËroduced by commiËËees shall lie on the
table until next meeËing, unless otherwise ordered.
The Chairman may refer all bills, resolutions,
petitions or oËher maËLers to a committee or
conmittees wíthout motíon.

Rule 39. any
A bill on/reading shall be read in futl

when demanded by three members.

Rule 40.
After cournitmenË and reporË Ëhereon to the

Council, oÍ at any Ëime before its passage, a bill
may be recommitted.

rvol s1 sffi tonriå



t" .3

fYot {}1 FAffi. ü1t ü00tri-
Page -7-

Rule 41.
All bills amended on second reading shall

be engrossed by the Cl-erk.

Rule 42.:- No amendmenË shall be received Ëo a bill
on its third readi-ng, but ÍË may be referred or
recommítËed for Ëhe purpose of amendmenË.

Rule 43.
Inlhen an ordinance shall pass, the Clerk

shall noËe the day of its passage at Ëhe foot thereof,
and hand it to the Chairman of Ëhe Council for signature,
or in his absence Ëo Ëhe Chairman Pro Tem after which
it shall be atËesËed to by Ëhe clerk.

Rule 44.
The Council may go into Committee of Ëhe

I,Jhole aË any time for Ëhe consideration of such
matters as may be referred Ëo the Conrnittee of
the I,lhole by the Council. The Conmittee of the
I,{hole shall selecË its chairman.

Rule 45.
Illren a bill is conmriËËed Ëo the Committee

of Ëhe I,ihol-e, iË shall be read and debaËed by sections,
leaving the preamble and ËiËle to be last considered.
The body of Ëhe bill shall not be defaced or inter-
lined, buË all amendments (noËing Ëhe page and line)
shall be duly entered by Ëhe Clerk on a separaËe paper
as the same shall be agreed to by the Conrnittee, and
shall be so reported to the Council. AfËer a report
the bill shall be again subject to debate and amendment
by clauses before a question to engross it be Ëaken.

Rule 46.
All questions, whether in the Cormnittee

of the Ï,lhole or ín the Council, shall be propounded
Ín the order in which they are moved, except Ëhat
in filling blanks the largest sum and longesË time
shall be put first, and the order of precedence of
motions shall be as follows:

I]NDEBATABLE (Cannot be Amended.)

To adjourn (when unqualífied.)
For the special order of the day.
To lay on the Ëable.
The previous question (two-thirds vote.)
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DEBATABLE (Can be Amended.)

To fix Ëime Ëo adjourn.
To postpone to a certain Ëime.
To commiË or refer.
To amend.
To postpone indefiniËely.

Rule 47.
Upon the passage of any quesËíon, the rrËe

shall be taken by Yeas and Nays, and entered on Ëhe

MinuËes of Ëhe Council, when demanded, before any
vote has been taken.

Rule 48.
The Rules of Proceeding in Ëhe Council

sha1l be observed in the Committee of Ëhe Qhole
Council, so far as they may be applicable, but
no member shall speak Ëwice on any question until
every member choosÍng Ëo speak shall have spoken.

Rule 49.
No sËanding rule or order of the Council

shal1 be rescinded or changed withouË one weekrs
notice being given of Ëhe motíon Ëherefor, nor
shall any rule be suspended except by a voËe of
aË least Ëwo-thirds of Ëhe menibers presenË; nor
shall the Order of Business established by the
Council be postponed or changed, except by a vote
of at leasË two-Ëhirds of Ëhe mernbers presenË.

Rule 50.
No member shall absenË himself from the

service of Ëhe CouncÍl unless he shall have leave
or be sick and unable Ëo atËend.

Rule 51.
The time of meeting of the Council shall

be at 9:30 a.m. on Monday of each week, unless
otherwise ordered by the Council.

Rule 52.
On Ëhe final passage of every bill the

Yeas and Nays shall be taken and enËered in the
MinuËes.

Rule 53.
Any member of the Council presenË aË a

meeËíng of any sËanding commiËËee, though noË a
member Ëhereof, shall be entitled Ëo participaËe
in the deliberaËions of such commitËee, buË shall
not be entitled to a voËe Ëherein.
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Rule 54.
The rules of Parliamentary Practice comprised

in Roberts Rules of Order, Revised, in a1l cases in
which Ëhey are not inconsistent rvith the standing rules
and orders of the Council.

Rule 55.
If, afËer a committee has been consËituËed,

another councilman shall be elected to iË to fill
a vacancy, or pro tempore, such person so elecLed
shall rank Ëhereon in order of el-ecËÍon, unless
oËherwise ordered by the Council- or the cormniËtee.

Rule 56.
All nominaËions and appoinËmenËs requiring

confirmation or approval of 'the Council shall be
referred to the proper comrniËËees, unless otherwise
ordered by the Council.

Rule 57.
All sessions of the County Council shall

be held at the County seat.


